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Practice Education Guidelines 

This guideline addresses the risk for exposure to communicable diseases that could 

occur as part of a practice education experience, except for the risks related to 

bloodborne disease which is addressed in Practice Education Guideline Injury and 

Exposure During Practice Education Experience. 

HCOs base their policies for immunization and communicable disease screening on 

existing current recommendations: 

- Routine vaccines according to the routine schedule – See BC Centre for Disease Control 

(BCCDC) Immunization Schedules11 

- Vaccines for HCO Workers (including proof of immunity) – See Canadian 

Immunization Guide12 Vaccination of Specific Populations, BCCDC Recommended 

vaccines for health care workers13, and HealthLinkBC Health File #66: Immunization for 

Health Care Workers in BC14 

- TB Screening guidelines – See BCCDC TB Screening and Testing15,16 

- Immunization, screening, and protection during a public health emergency – See 

BCCDC Student Practice Education Guidelines for Health-Care Settings during the 

https://hspcanada.net/docs/pegs/3-5%20Injury%20and%20Exposure%20During%20Practice%20Education%20Experience.pdf
https://hspcanada.net/docs/pegs/3-5%20Injury%20and%20Exposure%20During%20Practice%20Education%20Experience.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-3-vaccination-specific-populations/page-11-immunization-workers.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-3-vaccination-specific-populations/page-11-immunization-workers.html
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/immunization-health-care-workers
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/immunization-health-care-workers
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19_StudentPracticeEducationGuidelineHCS.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19_StudentPracticeEducationGuidelineHCS.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part_1_Schedules.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part_1_Schedules.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/canadian-immunization-guide.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/canadian-immunization-guide.html
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part2/HealthCareWorkers.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part2/HealthCareWorkers.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/immunization-health-care-workers
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/4.0a%20TB%20Screening%20and%20Testing.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/4.0a%20TB%20Screening%20and%20Testing.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#tab1
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#tab1
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19_StudentPracticeEducationGuidelineHCS.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/covid-19-care/clinical-care
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/covid-19-care/clinical-care
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All Students with practice education experiences in any setting within HCOs are 

expected to follow the screening expectations and recommended immunizations of 

HCO Workers in that setting as set out in HCO policy. 

Exception: Students in a practice education experience where there is no possibility 

of the Student coming into contact with potentially infected people or materials 

within the HCO (examples: a project completed remotely, a placement within a 

corporate office, a placement completed virtually). 

All PSI Educators who supervise Students during practice education experiences in any 

setting within HCOs are expected to follow the recommended immunization and 

screening expectations of HCO Workers in that setting as set out in HCO policy. 

PSI Students and Educators consult with their primary care provider about their vaccine 

and immunity status to ensure immunization history is up to date according to the BC 

Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) Immunization Schedules.18 

PSI Students and Educators maintain a record of their vaccine and immunity status, 

including documentation of medical contraindications. 

All PSI Students and Educators report their vaccine and immunity status to the PSI, 

including documentation of any medical contraindication:19 

- before the start of the first practice education experience  

- any time their vaccine and immunity status changes  

- annually for seasonal vaccine-preventable illnesses 

International Students who are not sponsored by a B.C. Public/Private PSI provide proof of 

vaccine and immunity status in English directly to the HCO Practice Education 

Coordinator before starting the practice education experience.  

If source documents are not in English, provide English translation of proof of vaccine 

and immunity status done by a professional translation service provider. 

  

                                                             
18 BCCDC. (2020). Communicable Disease Control Manual Chapter 2: Immunization; Part 1 – Immunization Schedules. Pg. 4. Retrieved December 8, 2020 from 

http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual 
/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part_1_Schedules.pdf 
19 Health Employers Association of BC. (December 2019). Changes to Provincial Influenza Prevention Policy. Retrieved December 29, 2020 from 
http://www.phsa.ca/staff-resources-site/Documents/Occupational%20Health%20Documents/FAQ%20Amended%20provincial%20policy%20201 rces14-13(Ft4)-13(8B6m
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http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual
http://www.phsa.ca/staff-resources-site/Documents/Occupational%20Health%20Documents/FAQ%20Amended%20provincial%20policy%202019.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/staff-resources/staff-influenza-resources#Questions


https://hspcanada.net/docs/pegs/1-6%20Orientation%20-%20Students.pdf
https://hspcanada.net/docs/pegs/1-5%20Orientation%20-%20On-Site%20PSI%20Educators.pdf
https://hspcanada.net/docs/pegs/1-5%20Orientation%20-%20On-Site%20PSI%20Educators.pdf
https://hspcanada.net/docs/pegs/3-4%20Communicable%20Disease%20Outbreaks.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/TB/TBS%20External%20Communication_COVID.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/TB/TBS%20External%20Communication_COVID.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis


Practice Education Guidelines for

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part2/HealthCareWorkers.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part2/HealthCareWorkers.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part2/HealthCareWorkers.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/immunization-health-care-workers
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Vaccine Expectation 

Hepatitis B Those who could be exposed to blood or body fluids, or are at increased risk of sharps 
injury, bites or penetrating injuries 

Pre-vaccine screening and post-vaccine testing according to the BCCDC24 

Influenza  All: Report to PSI annually if vaccinated or not. If not, expected to wear a medical mask in 
Patient Care Locations until influenza season is declared over by the Provincial Health 
Officer (Patient Care Locations include: any building, property, or site owned, leased, rented, or operated by 
the HCO where patients, residents, or clients are receiving care; and any patient/resident/client home or other 
location where PSI Student or Educator would interact with patient/resident/client as part of the practice 

education experience)25 

Meningococcal Those who could be routinely exposed to Neisseria meningitidis, such as in a clinical 
laboratory setting 

Specific Expectation for Screening 

Screening Expectation 

Tuberculosis Routine Screening: TB Health History plus Negative Tuberculin Skin Test (TST) or Two 
Step TST (for healthcare workers/second-credential students) dated within past 6 to 12 
months of first practice education experience (unless a contraindication exists) and no 
new TB risk factor or no new signs or symptoms of TB present.26,27 

Annual TST for those involved in intermediate or high risk activities and/or at 
intermediate or high risk facilities for TB.28,29,30,31 

For those whose previous TST was positive, if risk of exposure has occurred: 
- a negative chest X-ray within past 6 months of the first practice education placement 

if no TB signs or symptoms are present 

- a negative chest X

http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%201%20-%20CDC/HepB_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%201%20-%20CDC/HepB_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/4.0b%20TB%20Screening%20DST.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/4.0b%20TB%20Screening%20DST.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#s7-2
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#s7-2
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#s9
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#s10
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Roles, Responsibilities and Expectations  

Post-Secondary Institutions 

 Establish a policy regarding vaccine and immunity status reporting for Students and 

Educators, including roles and responsibilities for individuals who have tested 

positive for a bloodborne communicable disease (such as hepatitis and HIV). 

https://hspcanada.net/docs/pegs/3-4%20Communicable%20Disease%20Outbreaks.pdf
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Students / PSI Educators 

 Ensure vaccine and immunity status is current. 

 

https://immunizebc.ca/immunization-record-cards
https://immunizebc.ca/immunization-record-cards
https://www.canimmunize.ca/en/home
https://hspcanada.net/docs/pegs/3-4%20Communicable%20Disease%20Outbreaks.pdf
https://www.afmcstudentportal.ca/Content/pdf/AFMC_Immunization_Guidelines_2017.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part_1_Schedules.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part_1_Schedules.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part2/HealthCareWorkers.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part2/HealthCareWorkers.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
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http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part_1_Schedules.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part_1_Schedules.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part_1_Schedules.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part2/HealthCareWorkers.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part2/HealthCareWorkers.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%202%20-%20Imms/Part2/HealthCareWorkers.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/immunization/immunization-of-special-populations
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/4.0a%20TB%20Screening%20and%20Testing.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/4.0a%20TB%20Screening%20and%20Testing.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/4.0a%20TB%20Screening%20and%20Testing.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/4.0b%20TB%20Screening%20DST.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/4.0b%20TB%20Screening%20DST.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/4.0b%20TB%20Screening%20DST.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/Appendix%20A.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Communicable-Disease-Manual/Chapter%204%20-%20TB/Appendix%20A.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%201%20-%20CDC/HepB_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%201%20-%20CDC/HepB_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%201%20-%20CDC/HepB_Guidelines.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%201%20-%20CDC/Varicella.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/Epid/CD%20Manual/Chapter%201%20-%20CDC/Varicella.pdf


http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/TB/TBS%20External%20Communication_COVID.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Guidelines%20and%20Forms/Guidelines%20and%20Manuals/TB/TBS%20External%20Communication_COVID.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-disease-control-manual/tuberculosis
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19_StudentPracticeEducationGuidelineHCS.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Professionals-Site/Documents/COVID19_StudentPracticeEducationGuidelineHCS.pdf
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/covid-19-care/clinical-care
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/canadian-immunization-guide.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-3-vaccination-specific-populations/page-11-immunization-workers.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-immunization-guide-part-3-vaccination-specific-populations/page-11-immunization-workers.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#tab1
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#tab1
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#s7-2
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#s7-2
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#s9
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#s9
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#s10
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/infectious-diseases/canadian-tuberculosis-standards-7th-edition/edition-11.html#s10
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/polio-vaccine
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/polio-vaccine
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/measles-mumps-rubella-vaccine
https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/measles-mumps-rubella-vaccine
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https://www.healthlinkbc.ca/healthlinkbc-files/immunization-health-care-workers
http://www.phsa.ca/staff-resources-site/Documents/Occupational%20Health%20Documents/FAQ%20Amended%20provincial%20policy%202019.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/staff-resources-site/Documents/Occupational%20Health%20Documents/FAQ%20Amended%20provincial%20policy%202019.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/staff-resources-site/Documents/Occupational%20Health%20Documents/FAQ%20Amended%20provincial%20policy%202019.pdf
http://www.phsa.ca/staff-resources/staff-influenza-resources#Questions
https://immunizebc.ca/vaccine-schedules
https://immunizebc.ca/immunization-record-cards
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/current-health-topics/influenza-information
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/current-health-topics/influenza-information
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/diseases-conditions/routine-practices-precautions-healthcare-associated-infections.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/diseases-conditions/routine-practices-precautions-healthcare-associated-infections.html
https://www.afmcstudentportal.ca/Content/pdf/AFMC_Immunization_Guidelines_2017.pdf
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/controlling-exposure-protecting-workers-from-infectious-disease
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/controlling-exposure-protecting-workers-from-infectious-disease
https://www.afro.who.int/health-topics/communicable-diseases
https://www.afro.who.int/health-topics/communicable-diseases
https://www.who.int/topics/immunization/en/
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