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Practice Education Guidelines

This guideline addresses the risk for exposure to communicable diseases that could
occur as part of a practice education experience, except for the risks related to
bloodborne disease which is addressed in Practice Education Guideline Injury and
Exposure During Practice Education Experience.

HCOs base their policies for immunization and communicable disease screening on
existing current recommendations:

- Routine vaccines according to the routine schedule — See BC Centre for Disease Control
(BCCDC) Immunization Schedules!!

- Vaccines for HCO Workers (including proof of immunity) — See Canadian
Immunization Guide'? Vaccination of Specific Populations, BCCDC Recommended
vaccines for health care workers®, and HealthLinkBC Health File #66: Immunization for
Health Care Workers in BC*

- TB Screening guidelines — See BCCDC TB Screening and Testing*s6

- Immunization, screening, and protection during a public health emergency — See
BCCDC Student Practice Education Guidelines for Health-Care Settings during the
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All Students with practice education experiences in any setting within HCOs are
expected to follow the screening expectations and recommended immunizations of
HCO Workers in that setting as set out in HCO policy.

Exception: Students in a practice education experience where there is no possibility
of the Student coming into contact with potentially infected people or materials
within the HCO (examples: a project completed remotely, a placement within a
corporate office, a placement completed virtually).

All PSI Educators who supervise Students during practice education experiences in any
setting within HCOs are expected to follow the recommended immunization and
screening expectations of HCO Workers in that setting as set out in HCO policy.

PSI Students and Educators consult with their primary care provider about their vaccine
and immunity status to ensure immunization history is up to date according to the BC
Centre for Disease Control (BCCDC) Immunization Schedules.*

PSI Students and Educators maintain a record of their vaccine and immunity status,
including documentation of medical contraindications.

All PSI Students and Educators report their vaccine and immunity status to the PSI,
including documentation of any medical contraindication:*°
- before the start of the first practice education experience

- any time their vaccine and immunity status changes
- annually for seasonal vaccine-preventable illnesses

International Students who are not sponsored by a B.C. Public/Private PSI provide proof of
vaccine and immunity status in English directly to the HCO Practice Education
Coordinator before starting the practice education experience.

If source documents are not in English, provide English translation of proof of vaccine
and immunity status done by a professional translation service provider.

Communicable Disease Control Manual Chapter 2: Immunization; Part 1 — Immunization Schedules.

Changes to Provincial Influenza Prevention Policy.
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Specific Expectation for Screening
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Roles, Responsibilities and Expectations
Post-Secondary Institutions

Establish a policy regarding vaccine and immunity status reporting for Students and
Educators, including roles and responsibilities for individuals who have tested
positive for a bloodborne communicable disease (such as hepatitis and HIV).
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Students / PSI Educators

Ensure vaccine and immunity status is current.
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